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2007/07371 

Nam:y J-IaJ.ey 
Cbief, California NOith Section 
u.s. Army Corps of Engine.ers 
1325 J Street 
Sacramento, California 95814-2922 

Dear Ms. Haley: 

This [etterresponds to your November 6,2007, request for NOAA's NationalMarine Fisheries 
Service's (NMFS) COHCUl1'enCe that segment 2 of (he Feather River Levee Repairprcject 
(FRLRP), in 'tuba County. California, is not likely to adversely effect Federally Hsted,tnreal.ened 
Central Valley spdng~rrm Chinooksahnon (Oncorhynchus lsJunvytscha), threRtened Central 
Valley st.eelhead(O. Itlykiss), and the lhreatened Southern Distinct Population Segment (DPS) of 
North Ame.ric.an green sturgeon (Acipenser medirostris), or their fespe(.~tive designated critical 
habitat, or the Esse-ntial Fish l:Iab.tat (11f'1i) ofPaciflc: salmon. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) proposes to permit the Three Rivers Levee 
Improvement Authority (TRLIA) to CC)Hstn.iCt segment 2 of the FRLRP. TRLlA is ajoim 
powers authority with the mission of advancing flood safety in souf!1\vestern Yuba County. 
Studies by the Corps, the CalifomiaDeparrment of Water Resources, <lndTRLlA have found 
that several reaches of tht:~ levee system protecting Rec1amation District (RD) 784 do not. satisfy 
geotechnical criterifl for sel~page at the water surface elevations for a lOO-year flood event. 
TRLlA is imple,meming the FRLRP as part of the final phase of a program 1.0 repairlevce 
deficiencies in RD 784. The FRLRP has been divided bito three segments. Segrnenl.s 1 and 3 
"~"in re.puir the lcve~' in p,tac{~j aDd se.gJnent 2 \vHl construct a ::;etback' ievee. °rhis ccnsl..lltation 
addre.sses the segment :2 setback levee construction. 

Segment 2 will be buHtahmg the east bank ofihe Feath.er River frompn~ect levee mile 17.2 to 
23,,1, between the Bear and Yuba Rivers, from Star Bend to immediately southnf Shanghai 
Bend. The setback levee will replace a re.ach of levee that. failed during the January 1997 tiood. 
The ne"'," levee will be set back approxmmtdy 0.5 miles to the east of the existing alignment 
After the setb"lcklevee is constructed, the existin.g levee \\-'ill be breached at scverallocations to 
allow floodwaters to enter the setback area. A pump sUiti(m located within the setbitck area \>,,'ill 
be relocated to (he land~ide of the new' levee. 

Segment 2 \Vm be completed in two stages. St.age one acti vitics include constm~:tion of the 
sctb<K:k levee and assoduted stability berms, constnlction of the ne\v pump SWtlOTI, and 
excavation of borro\v material. Stage two activities include degradution of all or portions l)fthe 
existing levee, removal of the old pump station, filling Plumas Lake Canal from the setb~; ..".... :.:.....,": 
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levee to the. !lew pump station, and recol)touring portions of the setback an~ato facilitate drainage 
of Hood \vater bacl>: to the Feather River and to prevent fish stranding. 

The project is anticipated to take approximately 22 tnonths to consTruct, The set.back levee 
embankment. \vill be comptete.d by December2008, and the eXis.ting levee will be breached or 
removed by summer 2009. All in..channel c<mstruction activities will occur between June 15 and 
September 15, vihcn listed anadrmnOH$ t1sb are not expected to be present or affected hy project 
activities, Leve.e degradat.lon will not occur during the designated flood season, from November 
1 to April 15, and earthv,.'ork in the £etb~tck area will only occur when flood waters of the feather 
River will not be present.. Approximately 1,600 acres of floodplain will be reconnected to the 
Feather River. Much of thi$ area will be restored to riparian habitat through either passive or 
active restoration. An operatioJls and maintenance nlan will be develooed and snbmitted to 
NM}<'S. Monitoring of tiw,habitat development within the setback are; "'illl oc:curfor five years, 
An anmu.t.l .monitoring su.mmary will be submitted to NlvfFS by August 1. for each monitoring 
ye~lr, 

Endangered Spec.ies ActJf~~A) Section 7 Consultation 

N\·1FS has received the information necessary to initiate consultation on 'Federally listed 
s~l1monids within the pn~ecl area for the proposed action. Based on our revievi.' of [he Tnal.(~riaJ 

provided wir.h YOllr requcst, and the best scientific and cOmmercial infonnation currently 
available, NlvfrS ha!:' determined that the action is not likely to adversely affect Central Valley 
spring-run Chinook salmon, Central Valley stee.lhead, the Southern DPS of North American 
green sturgeon, or their de.signated tritic.al habitat NlvWS reached ttns detennination for the 
fol1mving reasons: (1) In,channc1 construction activities will occur during wimer rnomhs when 
<lQult and juvenile Central Vaney spring-run Chinook salmon, Cent.ral Van(~y steelhead, and 
green sturgeon are not expected to be exposed to construction..re.lated acti vHies; (2) levee 
degradation or removal will not. occur d.uring the tloodseason, and earthwork lnthe setback area 
\\lill only occur when flood waters of the Feather River will not be present; (3}the setback area 
will be graded to avoid fish stranding once the existing levee is br(~ached or removed; (4) the site 
I)..-Woe monitored for five year:~ 1'0 v<1lidate that desig'J'l and restomtion ohjectives are met; and (5) 
the action \v1H be benetldalto anadromous fish because it will increase the amount of floi)dplaill 
area and the quanlity and quality of shallow-\v'ater reari.ng and rcfugia habitat. 

This concludes consultation for the proposed action, This conCllnence does not. provide 
incidental take aU.lhori.z,ation pursuant to section 7(b)(4) and section 7(0)(2) of the ESA. 
Reinitiation of consultation 11'; required whercdiscretionary Federal agency involvement or 
(,xmtrol over the action has been retained (oris amhOlized by la\v) alld if: (1) ncw information 
reveals effects of [he action lhat may affect listed species or critical habitat in a manner or to an 
extent not considere,d; (2) the action is subseqllently modified in u manner that C2.U.scs adverse 
effects to listed species 01" critical habitat; or (3) a new spe.cies i;:; Jisted or critical habit.at. 
desigllated that may be affected by this action. 
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The proposed project is ....vithin the l'e.glon ldentit'led as EFH for Pacifk salmon in Am(~ndment 14­
of the Pacific Sahnon Fishery Management Plan. pursuant to the Magnuson~Steven8 • 
Conserviltion and 'Management Act (MSA). We have reviewed this project for impacts to EFH 
fcrPacific salmon under section 305(b)(2) of th(~ ~,1SA, and find the implcluemation of the 
project wiJJ not adversely affect EFH for Pacific salmon; therefore, we do not have any 
additional conservation recommel)dations for the proposed action. 

Please contact Howard Brown at (916) 930~3608, or via e-mail at b.9ward.brown@.n.9.::H!,:HPv jf 
you have f:lnyquestions cOTIccming this proje;:.t, or require additional infotinatiol). 

Sincerely, 

J 'r.' ,;\Iv1..JA.'12..k.,..s;...<,,(A_v 
.~» 

;;......-Roane.y R. M,dnnis 
v' Rcgio~al Administrator 

cc:	 Copy to flle: ARN151.422SWR07SA00475 
Anja Kehey, ElPlPBS&J, 1410 Rocky Ridge, Driv(~, Sllile 190, Rosevllle, CA 95661 

:$eaHBd::hta,EDA'\V, 2012 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
 
Paul Brunner, TR.I,JA, 1.1.14 'Yuba Street, Suite 218, Marysville, CA 95901
 


